NEWSLETTER s

March 2021

Lincoln County FSA Office

County Office Message

625 S Washington St., Ste A , , . .
Afton, WY 8|31910 Greetings, Lincoln County Producers! We hope you are as excited for spring and

mud season as we are.

Phone: 307-886-9001 ) _
Fax: 855-415-3426 Sheep producers, please be aware that there is currently a $0.40/pound Loan Defi-

ciency Payment (LDP) for ungraded wool right now. Please contact the office to
sign the page 1 of form CCC-633EZ prior to loss of beneficial interest in your wool.
County Executive Director: For most of you, beneficial interest is lost at shearing. Once you have delivered
Dee Harbach your wool to market or have a weight, we can complete your LDP application for
payment, if there is still a payment in effect.

Farm Loan Manager:

Brian Harrell We will be working with producers to complete crop reports remotely this year as
our office is still limiting visitors. Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops
and land uses, including prevented planting or failed acreage, are the foundation

Program Technicians: for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for livestock owners.
Kresta Hedges Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.

County Committee:

oty dJahnson Text WYLincoln to FSANOW (372669) to subscribe for text alerts from Lincoln
Deanna Clark County FSA for deadline reminders.

Next COC Meeting: TBD

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to help you build or
upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as
whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold
storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and
aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include
grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may re-
quire additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a diverse
range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farm-
ers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 ext 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/
pricesupport.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Dee Harbach at 307-886-9001,
extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

: USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan provision, normally used in the
« wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligi-
= ble, to have their next payment set aside. In some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have

= already had one payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

= FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside authorities, which in-
: cludes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations of the additional loan servicing options that
: are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their lo-

= cal FSA county office.

: The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to twelve months in the
: case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to im-
= prove the borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for servicing direct and guaran-

: teed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants and borrowers are encouraged to contact their lo-
cal FSA county office to discuss loan making and servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating
1in FSA’s guaranteed loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office con-
i tact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Announces Increase to Certain Incentive Payments for

Continuous Conservation Reserve Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is increasing incentive payments for practices installed on land enrolled in the Continu-
ous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is upping the Practice Incentive Payment for
installing practices, from 5 percent to 20 percent. Additionally, producers will receive a 10 percent incentive payment for
water quality practices on land enrolled in CRP’s continuous signup. FSA administers CRP on behalf of the Commodity
Credit Corporation.

Under continuous CRP, producers can enroll environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices with

signup available at any time. FSA automatically accepts offers provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility re-

qguirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the number of acres FSA is allowed to enroll in CRP, which was set by

the 2018 Farm Bill.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United States. It was originally

intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of produc-

tion. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its

35-year anniversary this month. Program successes include:

e Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks;

e Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 85%, respectively;

e Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the road;

e Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 stream miles with riparian
forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world seven times; and

e Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie
chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other birds.

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing the environmental foot-

print of U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the De-

partment-wide initiative to align resources, programs, and research to position American agriculture to better meet future

global demands.

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov, or contact your local FSA county office.
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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential environmental impacts
for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.
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: For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions are approved,

| such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conserva-
| tion Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before

: FSA has completed an environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the

I Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before

| starting any actions.
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Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local FSA office early in your
planning process to determine what level of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can
be completed timely.

Livestock Lpsses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government
or protected by federal law.

LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to ad-
verse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related
to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management.

For 2020 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first appar-
ent.

Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days
after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

Proof of death documentation
Copy of grower’s contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 2.0%
and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 4%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered
expected or typical under “normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2022.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.
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USDA Farm Service Agency
Lincoln County Office

PO Box 369

Afton, WY 83110

: Update Your Records

Lesais cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, phone number,
: email address, bank account, entity name, or entity members, they need to be reported to our office.

I grams.
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| Changes in your farm land also need to be current for accurate crop reporting and to remain eligible for many pro- |
|
If you have unreported updates, please contact our office at 307-886-9001 ext 2. :

|

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



